


Deut 1:19 - 23 
19 “So we departed from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness which you saw on the way to the mountains of the Amorites, as the 
LORD our God had commanded us. Then we came to Kadesh Barnea. 20 And I said to 
you, ‘You have come to the mountains of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is 
giving us. 21 Look, the LORD your God has set the land before you; go 
up and possess it, as the LORD God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not fear or 
be discouraged.’ 
22 “And every one of you came near to me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, and 
let them search out the land for us, and bring back word to us of the way by which we 
should go up, and of the cities into which we shall come.’ 
23 “The plan pleased me well; so I took twelve of your men, one man from each tribe.

Possessing the Land



Numbers 13:1 - 16 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of 
their fathers you shall send a man, EVERY ONE A LEADER AMONG 
THEM.”

Possessing the Land



• God promised salvation to all who believe in His Son (Romans 1:16–17). 
• God promised that all things will work together for the good, to those 

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
(Romans 8:28).  

• God promised comfort in our trials (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). He has a plan, 
and one day we will be able to share the comfort we receive. 

• God promised new life in Christ, being given the righteousness of God in 
Christ Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

• God promised every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). Whereas, 
in the Old Testament, Israel had the promise of physical blessing, the 
church today has been promised spiritual blessings “in the heavenly 
realms.” Our inheritance is reserved for us (1 Peter 1:4).

Promises of God in the N.T.



• God promised to finish the work He started in us (Philippians 1:6). 
• God promised peace when we pray (Philippians 4:6–7). His peace is 

protection. It will “guard your hearts and your minds in Christ.” 
• God promised to supply our needs (Matthew 6:33; Philippians 4:19). Not 

that we get everything we want, but our needs will be taken care of. We 
are more valuable than the birds, and our Heavenly Father feeds them 
(Matthew 6:26).

Promises of God in the N.T.



• Jesus promised rest (Matthew 11:28–30). Burdens are lifted at Calvary. 
• Jesus promised abundant life to those who follow Him (John 10:10).  
• Jesus promised eternal life to those who trust Him (John 4:14). The Good 

Shepherd also promised to hold us securely: “No one will snatch them 
out of my hand” (John 10:28). 

• Jesus promised His disciples power from on high (Acts 1:8). In this power, 
they “turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6, ESV). 

• Jesus promised that He will return for us (John 14:2–3). 
• There are many more promises of God that could be listed. All of them 

find their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, “the radiance of God’s 
glory” (Hebrews 1:3). “No matter how many promises God has made, 
they are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Jesus Promised…



Numbers 13:1 - 16 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of 
their fathers you shall send a man, EVERY ONE A LEADER AMONG 
THEM. 3 So Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran according to 
the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the children 
of Israel. 
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Numbers 13:1 - 16 
4 NOW THESE WERE THEIR NAMES: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of 
Zaccur; 5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; 6 from the tribe of Judah, 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh; 7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 8 from 
the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; 9 from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the 
son of Raphu; 10 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 11 from the tribe 
of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi; 12 from the tribe 
of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; 13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of 
Michael; 14 from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 15 from the tribe of 
Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 
16 THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MEN whom Moses sent to spy out 
the land. And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua.
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Numbers 13:17 - 26 
17 Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, 
“Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains, 18 and see 
what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, 
few or many; 19 whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the 
cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds; 20 whether the land is rich 
or poor; and whether there are forests there or not. BE OF GOOD 
COURAGE. And bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now the 
time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

Possessing the Land



Numbers 13:17 - 26 
21 So they went up and spied out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob, 
near the entrance of Hamath. 22 And they went up through the South and came to 
Hebron; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Now 
Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 Then they came to the Valley 
of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it 
between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and 
figs. 24 The place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men 
of Israel cut down there. 25 And they returned from SPYING OUT THE LAND AFTER 
FORTY DAYS. 26 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the 
congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they 
brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of 
the land.

Possessing the Land



Moses asked them to record 7 things: 
a. See what the land is like (terrain) 
b. Whether the people are strong or weak 
c. Whether the people are few or many 
d. Whether the land is good or bad (defendable) 
e. Whether the cities they inhabit are camps or strongholds (military or not) 
f. Whether the land is rich or poor (soil / farming) 
g. Whether there are forests or not (lumber for building)

Possessing the Land



Numbers 13:26 - 33 
26 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the 
congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; 
they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed 
them the fruit of the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the 
land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 
cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of 
Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, 
the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”
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Numbers 13:26 - 33 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at 
once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the 
children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, 
“The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its 
inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men 
of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came 
from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 
were in their sight.”
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Numbers 14:1 - 10 
1 So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people 
wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel complained against Moses 
and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died 
in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has 
the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and 
children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to 
Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return to 
Egypt.” 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 
congregation of the children of Israel.
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Numbers 14:1 - 10 
6 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who 
were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and 
they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The 
land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the 
LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a 
land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only do not rebel against the 
LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their 
protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear 
them.” 10 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now 
the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the 
children of Israel.
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1. Loss of hope 
‘The people wept that night’ 

2. Grumbling and Complaining 
‘They complained against Moses…’ 

3. Incorrect view of Gods heart 
‘Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword…’ 

4. A belief / view that the world was better 
‘Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt’ 

5. Move out of Gods direction and away from His leadership 
‘Let us select a leader and return to Egypt’

Pillars of Unbelief



In Canaan, Egypt makes no sense, in Egypt, Canaan makes no 
sense… what are you believing for?
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